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SPHERE OF INFLUENCE: RUSSIA'S FOREIGN POLICY 

Ian Bremmer 

Ian Bremmer (born November 12, 1969) is an American political scientist specializing in US foreign 
policy, states in transition, and global political risk. He is the president and founder of Eurasia Group, a 
political risk research and consulting firm. As of December 2014, he Is foreign affairs columnist and 
editor-at-large at TIME. In 2013, he was named Global Research Professor at New York University. 
Eurasia Group provides analysis and expertise about how political developments and national security 
dynamics move markets and shape investment environments across the globe. Bremmer is of 
Armenian and German descent. 

Bremmer is most widely known for advances in political risk; called the "rising guru" in the field by the 
Economist and, more directly, bringing political science as a discipline to the financial markets. In 2001, 
Bremmer created Wall Street's first global political risk index, now the GPRI (Global Political Risk 
Index). Bremmer's definition of an emerging market as "a country where politics matters at least as 
much as economics to the market" is a standard reference in the political risk field. 

Stephen F. Cohen 

Stephen Frand Cohen (born November 25, 1938) is a Professor of Russian Studies and History Emeritus 
at NYU, and Professor of Politics Emeritus at Princeton University. He is among the most distinguished 

scholars of Russian history in the United States, and is internationally recognized for his academic 
works on Russian and Soviet political history since 1917. Cohen is also an expert on Russian-American 
relations, and has for decades contributed both domestically and abroad in shedding light on the two 
countries' political and historical relationship. Cohen's books have been translated into several 
languages, and his work, Bukharin arid the Bolshevik Revolution, still stands as the number one political 
biography on Bukharin. More recent publications include the books Failed Crusade: America and the 
Tragedy of Post-Communist Russia, The Victims Return: Survivors of the Gulag after Stalin, and Soviet 
Fates and Lost Alternatives: From Stalinism to the New Cold 1/1/or. 

Charles Freeman 

Charles W. ("Chas") Freeman, Jr., (born March 2, 1943) was an American diplomat, author, and writer. 
He served in the United States Foreign Service, the State and Defense Departments in many different 
capacities over the course of thirty years, with the Washington Report on Middle East Affairs calling his 
career "remarkably varied". Most notably, he worked as the main interpreter for Nixon during his 1972 
China visit and served as the U.S. Ambassador to Saudi Arabia from 1989 to 1992, where he dealt with 
the Persian Gulf War. 

He is a past president of the Middle East Policy Council, co-chair of the U.S. China Policy 

Foundation and a Lifetime Director of the Atlantic Council. In February 2009, unnamed 

sources leaked that Freeman was Director of National Intelligence Dennis C. Blair's choice to chair 

the National Intelligence Council in the Obama administration. After several weeks of criticisms from 

prominent supporters of Israeli policy, he withdrew his name from consideration and charged that he 

had been the victim of a concerted campaign by what he called "the Israel lobby". 

Julia loffe 

Julia loffe (Russian: \Oj\m V\o(\><\>e) (born 1982) is a Russian-American journalist and blogger, whose 
writings have been published by The Columbia Journalism Review, The Washington Post, The New 
Yorker, Foreign Policy,Forbes, The New Republic, and Russia!. 
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Joffe was born in Moscow, and is of Russian-Jewish descent. She immigrated to the United States in 
1990, at the age of 7, settling in Columbia, Maryland, loffe attended Princeton University and earned 
her degree in history, specializing in Soviet history. She began her career as a fact checker for The New 
Yorker, before moving to Columbia Journalism School's Knight Foundation Case Studies Initiative. She 
later won a Fulbright Scholarship to return to Russia, and worked as the Moscow correspondent 
for The New Yorker and Foreign Policy. In 2012 she became a senior editor for The New 
Republic in Washington D.C. 

Garry Kasparov 

Garry Kimovich Kasparov born ( Garik Kimovich Weinstein, 13 April 1963) is a Russian (formerly Soviet) 
chess Grandmaster, former World Chess Champion, writer, and political activist, considered by many 

to be the greatest chess player of all time. From 1986 until his retirement in 2005, Kasparov was 
ranked world No. 1 for 225 out of 228 months. His peak rating of 2851, achieved in 1999, was the 
highest recorded until being passed by Magnus Carlsen in 2013. Kasparov also holds records for 
consecutive professional tournament victories (15) and Chess Oscars (11). 

Kasparov announced his retirement from professional chess on 10 March 2005, so that he could 
devote his time to politics and writing. He formed the United Civil Front movement, and joined as a 
member of The Other Russia, a coalition opposing the administration and policies of Vladimir Putin. In 
2008, he announced an intention to run as a candidate in the 2008 Russian presidential race, but 
failure to find a sufficiently large rental space to assemble the number of supporters that is legally 
required to endorse such a candidacy led him to withdraw. Kasparov blamed "official obstruction" for 
the lack of available space. Although he is widely regarded in the West as a symbol of opposition to 
Putin, support for him as a candidate was very low. The political climate in Russia reportedly makes it 
difficult for opposition candidates to organize. He is currently on the board of directors for the Human 
Rights Foundation and chairs its International Council. 

David Kramer 

David J. Kramer was United States Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor from 2008 to 2009. He was President of Freedom House from October 2010 to November 2014. 
He is currently the Senior Director for Human Rights and Human Freedoms at the McCain Institute. 

Kramer was educated at Tufts University, receiving his B.A. (Bachelor of Arts) in Soviet Studies 
and Political Science, and then at Harvard University, receiving his M.A. (Master of Arts) in Soviet 
Studies. 

Colum Lynch 

Colum Lynch is a staff writer for the Washington Post, where he covers the United Nations and has 
been involved in the diplomatic coverage of a broad range of crises, including conflicts in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Sudan, and Somalia, and the nuclear standoffs with Iran and North Korea. He has also 
reported on the International Criminal Court, the spread of weapons of mass destruction, and US 
counterterrorism strategy. Author of Foreign Policy magazine's Turtle Bay blog, which won the 2011 
National Magazine Award for best news reporting in digital media, he received a bachelor's degree 
from the University of California, Berkeley, and a master's degree from Columbia University's Graduate 
School of Journalism in 1987. Previously he worked for the Boston Globe. 

Jeffrey Mankoff 



2 



Great Discussions, 2015 



Video Series 



Commentators 



Jeffrey Mankoff is Deputy Director and Fellow with the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
(CSIS), Russia and Eurasia Program. He is the author of Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great 
Power Politics (Rowman & Littlefield, 2009) and a frequent commentator on international security, 
Russian foreign policy, regional security in the Caucasus and Central Asia, ethnic conflict, and energy 
security. Before joining CSIS, he served as an adviser on U.S.-Russia relations at the U.S. Department of 
State as a Council on Foreign Relations International Affairs Fellow. From 2008 to 2010, he was 
Associate Director of International Security Studies at Yale University and an adjunct fellow at the 
Council on Foreign Relations. In addition to his policy research. Dr. Mankoff teaches courses on 
international security and Central Asia at Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service. Dr. 
Mankoff has held academic fellowships at Harvard, Yale, and Moscow State Universities. He holds dual 
B.A.s in international studies and Russian from the University of Oklahoma and an M.A., M.Phil, and 
Ph.D. in diplomatic history from Yale. 

Erica Marat 

Dr. Assistant is an Associated Fellow with the Central Asia-Caucasus Institute and Silk Road Studies 
Program at the Institute for Security and Development Policy, a Stockholm-based non-profit and non- 
partisan research and policy organization. 

Dr. Erica Marat an expert on security issues in post-communist countries, with a focus on military, 
national, and regional defense, as well as state-crime relations. Before joining ISDP, Marat was a 
visiting scholar at the Kennan Institute of the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, DC. She 
previously worked at the Voice of America's Russian Service and was a research fellow at the Central 
Asia-Caucasus Institute and Silk Road Studies Program, which is affiliated with the Paul H. Nitze School 
of Advanced International Studies of Johns Hopkins University. Marat is an associate with the Central 
Asia Program at the George Washington University, member of editorial board at the Power 
Institutions in Post-Soviet States and Central Asian Affairs journals. She has written aboutg police 
reform programs in post-communist states. Her book. The Military and the State in Central Asia: From 
Red Army to Independence (Routledge, 2009), examines transformation of post-Soviet armies in the 
Central Asian countries. The Tulip Revolution: Kyrgyzstan One Year After (Jamestown, 2006) analyzes 
the aftermath of regime change in Kyrgyzstan in 2005. Her analytical writing has appeared in the 
Washington Post, International Herald Tribune, Foreign Policy, Jane's Intelligence Review and other 
outlets. 

Tom Pickering 

Thomas Reeve "Tom" Pickering (born November 5, 1931),had a four-decades-long career in the State 
Department that included ambassadorships in Russia (1993-1996); India (1992-1993); United Nations 
(1989-1992); Israel (1985-1988); El Salvador (1983-1985); Nigeria (1981-1983); and Jordan (1974- 
1978). Additionally, he served as Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs from 1997 to 2000. He 
holds the rank of Career Ambassador, the highest in the U.S. Foreign Service 

He entered Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine in 1949 with plans to join the ministry and graduated 
cum laude in 1953 with high honors in history and is a member of Theta Delta Chi and Phi Beta Kappa. 
He then earned a Master's degree from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University in Medford, Massachusetts. Upon graduation from Tufts, he was awarded a Fellowship and 
attended the University of Melbourne in Australia where he received a second master's degree in 
1956. In addition to the honorary doctorate-in-laws degree that Bowdoin awarded him in 1984, 
Pickering has been the recipient of 12 honorary degrees. 
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Before joining the State Department, Pickering served on active duty in the United States Navy from 
1956 to 1959, and later served in the Naval Reserve where he reached the rank of Lieutenant 

Commander. 

Anders Fogh Rasmussen 

Anders Fogh Rasmussen was born in Ginnerup, Jutland, on 26 January 1953. He is a Danish politician 
who was the 12th Secretary General of NATO from 2009 to 2014. Rasmussen served as Prime Minister 
of Denmark from 27 November 2001 to 5 April 2009. He studied economics at the University of Aarhus, 
graduating (MSc Econ) in 1978. The same year he became member of the Danish Parliament 
representing the Liberal Party. Mr. Rasmussen held numerous positions in government and opposition 
throughout his political career. From 1987 to 1992 he was Minister for Taxation and from 1990 to 1992 
also Minister for Economic Affairs in the Conservative-Liberal coalition Government. As Minister for 
Economic Affairs and member of the EU's ECOFIN-council 1990-92. 

Mr. Rasmussen was the Danish negotiator of and signatory to the Maastricht Treaty which eventually 
led to the introduction of the single currency, the euro. From 1992 to 1998 he was spokesman for the 
Liberal Party and from 1993 to 1998 in addition vice-chairman of the Parliament's Economic and 
Political Affairs Committee. In 1998 he became chairman of the Liberal Party's national organization 
and vice-chairman of the Parliament's Foreign Policy Board. 

Caria Robbins 

Caria Robbins is an American journalist and the former deputy editorial editor of The New York Times. 

Prior to her career at The New York Times, Robbins worked for BusinessWeek, U.S. News & World 
Report, and The Wall Street Journal. During her thirteen-year career at The Wall Street Journal, she 
was a member of two Pulitzer Prize-winning reporting teams. 

Robbins graduated from Wellesley College in 1974, with a bachelor's degree in political science. She 
subsequently attended University of California, Berkeley, receiving master's and doctorate degrees also 
in political science. In 1982, Robbins worked as an editor and, later, as a State Department reporter 
for BusinessWeek. In 1986, she began working as the Latin America bureau chief for U.S. News & 
World Report, where she later became a senior diplomatic correspondent. She left News & World 
Report in 1992. In 1993 she began working as a reporter and news editor at The Wall Street Journal, 
going on to be their lead writer on foreign policy. In July 2006, she began working as an editor at The 
New York Times. In January 2007, she became the deputy editor of this section. In July 2012, Robbins 
resigned from The New York Times to take time to work on a book project. It was also announced that 
she will consult for The New York Times on expanding their "global opinion report." 

David Satter 

David Satter (born in August 1, 1947) is an American journalist and expert on Russia and the Soviet 
Union. From 1976 to 1982, he was the Moscow correspondent of the Financial Times of London. He 
then became a special correspondent on Soviet affairs of The Wall Street Journal. 

In the 1990s, he wrote extensively about post-Soviet Russia. In an article in The Wall Street Journal 
Europe, April 2, 1997, he wrote: "When the Soviet Union fell... the moral impulse motivating the 
democratic movement had to become the basis of Russia's political practices. The tragedy of the 
present situation is that Russian gangsters are cutting off this development before it has a chance to 
take root." 

Satter is the author of three non-fiction books about Russia, It Was a Long Time Ago and It Never 
Happened Anyway: Russia and the Communist Past (2011), Age of Delirium: the Decline and Fall of the 
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Soviet Ur)ion (1996) and Darkness at Dawr): the Rise of the Russian Criminal State (2003). In December 
2013, the Russian government expelled Satter from the country, with the official reason being that he 
committed, "multiple gross violations" of Russian migration law. 

He is currently a senior fellow at the Hudson Institute and a fellow of the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Advanced International Studies. He has been a research fellow at the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University and a visiting professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champalgn. 

Anne-Marie Slaughter 

Anne-Marie Slaughter (born September 27, 1958) is the current President and CEO of the New America 
Foundation. She was formerly the Bert G. Kerstetter '66 University Professor of Politics and 
International Affairs at Princeton University and Dean of its Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs. She is an academic, foreign policy analyst, and public commentator. She served 
as Director of Policy Planning for the U.S. State Department from January 2009 until February 2011 
under Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. She is an international lawyer and political scientist who has 
taught at the University of Chicago and Harvard University, and is a former president of the American 
Society of International Law. 
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